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SUMMER AT THE HEARD

Snakes, Butterflies, Bees & Exotic Animals

Summer brings to mind tans and sunburns, shorts and flip flops, ice cream and snow cones, but what about exotic animals, native Texas snakes and butterflies as well as bees? Check them out during “Summer at the Heard” at the Heard Natural Science Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary in McKinney. 

Currently the “Animals of the World” and beehive exhibits are open; the “Rat Snakes to Rattlers” and “Native Texas Butterflies” exhibits will open June 16 and July 14, respectively.

“Summer at the Heard” Exhibit Dates and Descriptions

1) Animals of the World: A Conservation Exhibit

Open Now!

See and learn about twelve exotic animals including ring-tailed lemurs, kinkajous and capybaras. The mission of the Heard is to motivate visitors to care enough about the natural world to take interest in restoring and preserving the earth’s ecosystems. By utilizing wild animal “ambassadors” that emotionally connect visitors to the places these animals live, hopefully children and adults are inspired to take a more proactive role in conserving wild spaces. 

Live animal talks will be held Saturdays at 11 AM beginning June 21.

2) Rat Snakes to Rattlers: Live Texas Snakes

June 16-August 31

Check out what is quite possibly the most complete collection of live native Texas snake species for public viewing! See and learn about king snakes, racers, rattlesnakes and water snakes. Kids will enjoy fun activities like a giant walk-through snake and snake scavenger hunts. Live snake feedings will be held every Wednesday at 3 PM and “Meet a Snake” animal talks will be Tuesdays and Thursdays at 3 PM followed by snake crafts.

Snake exhibit Grand Opening celebration: June 21st (regular business hours: 9-5)

Activities

· Story Time featuring the Heard’s own author and lead naturalist, Judy Schoeneman, author of “Jessica, the Furry Barro" - 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. in Laughlin Hall 

· Snake Cake Walks every hour from 11:15 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. in Laughlin Hall 

· Inflatable obstacle course/slide 

· Snake crafts and games 

· Temporary tattoos 

· Interactive snake talks 
3) Native Texas Butterflies

July 14-September 28

Experience the splendor of Native Texas butterflies! Be immersed among hundreds of butterflies in an 800+ square foot butterfly house. The exhibit also creates a beautiful place for pictures.

4) Beehive Display

Permanent

Bees are busy making honey in the Heard’s Living Lab. The Collin County Beekeeper's Association, a Heard affinity group, generously donated a beehive so visitors can see how bees make honey. The bees have access to the hive from outside and visitors can see them through a safe, glass enclosure as they make honey and fly in and out of the museum. 

For additional information about the museum and summer exhibits visit our website at www.heardmuseum.org.  Admission is $8 adults and $5 for kids 3-12 and seniors. 

Also, don’t forget about Heard Summer Camps June-August! Reserve your spot NOW! 972.562.5566 ext. 237.

Address, Contact & General Admission

The Heard Natural Science Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary 

1 Nature Place

McKinney, Texas 75069

972.562.5566

www.heardmuseum.org
General Admission: $8 adults; $5 kids 3-12 & seniors; Members are free

